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Dress Code
Salem Academy’s dress code is designed to establish a professional atmosphere – one that encourages students to focus their attention on academic, civic, and social learning instead of on dress.   It is not intended to stifle the individuality of our students, but to establish a desirable learning environment, contribute to a sense of community, and to focus individuality in various academic arenas. Students are to be in dress code from the time they arrive at school until they leave the school grounds. At all times, students are expected to dress appropriately and within the guidelines of the Salem Academy dress code policy. All clothing must fit properly and be neat, clean, and in good repair.

Tops

Tops may not expose the midriff, and clothing must cover undergarments at all times. Display of cleavage is not permitted.  
Students may wear:

· Salem Academy t-shirts, polo shirts, fleece jackets and sweatshirts
· Short or long sleeve button-down shirts, blouses with collars, or polo shirts
· Sweaters
· Turtlenecks
Students may not wear:

· Outerwear inside the building: jackets or overcoats, including fleeces, or gloves
· Unbuttoned shirts or shirts turned inside-out
· Shirts worn underneath clothing with a logo design showing through the upper layer shirt
· Tank tops, sleeveless shirts, sheer shirts, or half shirts
· Shirts or sweaters with logos larger than 1 inch high or wide
Bottoms
Students may wear:

· Cotton, khaki, or corduroy pants, trousers, shorts, skirts, and dresses
Students may not wear:

· Jeans or denim-blend pants, skirts, shorts, or dress in any color
· Athletic pants or shorts

· Pajamas

· Camouflage

· Shorts, skirts, or dresses shorter than within one inch of the knee
Footwear
Students may wear:

· Dress shoes, flats, boots, clogs, sneakers, sandals

Students may not wear:

· Flip flops, athletic sandals, slippers, unlaced shoes
· Shoes must be worn at all times
Students are not permitted to wear the following:

· Clothing with writing, images or logos larger than 1 inch high or wide, other than Salem Academy shirts.  
· Head coverings (hats, caps, hoods, do-rags, bandanas) inside the school.  Bandanas may not be worn anywhere on one’s person.

· Sunglasses or permanently tinted glasses, inside the building.

· Leggings, spandex, or excessively tight fitting pants.

· Excessively baggy or sagging pants. Clothing must cover undergarments at all times.

· Excessively jewelry (including dog tags, chains, spike jewelry, multiple or large pieces).  

Physical Education and Athletics
Students may wear the following when participating in physical education classes:
· Plain (logo-free) solid-colored short or long sleeve t-shirts and sweatshirts.
· Plain (logo-free) solid-colored athletic pants and shorts (not shorter than mid-thigh).
· Sports shoes are required for physical education/sports.

Please also help ensure that you child is in dress code and according to the weather each day. Our students go outside for Choice Block, Extensions and service-learning projects in all but the coldest or wettest weather. 

Dress-Down Days

Through adherence to the dress code and based on group merit, students have the opportunity to earn a “Dress-Down Day.”  On dress down days, students are expected to adhere to the following guidelines.
Students may wear neat, clean clothing including, but not limited to:
· Jeans

· Athletic clothing

· Clothing with logos, writing, or imagery

· Flip flops

Students may not wear:

· Clothing with offensive writing, imagery, or messaging

· Excessively tight, revealing, or baggy clothing

· Sleeveless tops

· Pajamas or slippers

· Head coverings (hats, caps, bandanas, do-rags, etc.)

· Clothing that is ripped or has holes
